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trade union leaders are being imprisoned, tortured and
executed. With the help of the puppet government; of
Syngham-Rhee the American occupation authorities are
punishing with monstrous cruelty those who dare express
their discontent with the conditions of slavery and terror
existing in South Korea, Lately, in the isle of Chedju
alone, 295 villages out of 400 were burnt down. In the
province of South Depla, more than 600 persons were
shot in the course of a month.

Comrades,

A people which oppresses another is not itself a
free people.

We know that you do not support the colonial
aggressive policy of the imperialists. It leads to the
shedding of your blood. It is contrary to your interests.
It entails a constant increase in military expenses lead-
ing either to heavier taxation or to inflation: both these
measures finally fall on the shoulders of the working
class. It results in a constant deterioration of your
standard of living; the credits needed for education,
reconstruction, housing and public health, are sacrificed
to the expenses entailed by colonial wars. They benefit
only those who considerably swell their scandalous
profits through the inhuman and odious exploitation of
men, women and even children in the colonial countries,
or through the supply of war equipment. They also
benefit the American imperialists who thus pursue their
expansionist policy and try to transform the countries of
South-East Asia, against the national interests of these
countries, into bases of aggression against the Soviet
Union.

We appreciate the fraternal solidarity shown by the
French workers and especially by the Dunkirk, Algiers,
Marseilles and La Rochelle dockers who refuse to load
ships bound for Viet Nam.

We appreciate the growing resistance of the Dutch
soliders preferring imprisonment to any participation ill
the bloody terror against the Indonesian people who*
justly aspire to freedom and national independence.

But the war goes on and threatens to spread.